Relationship at the Heart of God

Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff



         The Kittamaqundi Community

May 30, 2010—Trinity Sunday


We talk a lot at KC about how the stories we tell shape the way in which we understand and interpret the experiences we have.  Stories don’t just describe our experience or report on our experience—they shape and at times determine our experience.  But we don’t just tell stories with words.  We also tell them with images, with pictures.  The image we have of a person shapes our experience of them.  Likewise, the image we have of God shapes our experience of God.


This premise about the power for images has helped me to care about the Trinity.  That’s saying a lot, because the Trinity is a pretty abstract concept.  It’s a doctrine that is the resolution to an argument that is not our own.  But if we think of it as not just describing God, but describing how we relate to God, it becomes a lot more important.

Many of us, at one point or another in our lives, have an image of God as being very big and very far away.  For example, there’s an old hymn that describes God as “immortal, invisible God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes.”  If that’s our understanding of God of who God is, then we’ll answer the question “How do I relate to God?” in a particular way.  We will understand that it is we who need to extend ourselves to God.  God is already whole and complete.  God doesn’t need us.  But we are incomplete, we need God, and so we seek and reach and pray and search in order to establish relationship with God.


Now when we add Jesus and the Spirit to this image, it is easy to imagine that they somehow fall under this invisible, inaccessible God, forming, perhaps, a step-ladder that we can ascend as we seek to be in relationship with God.  We first can access the Spirit, which we then imagine to be the smallest, most feminine, most gentle expression of the divine.  Then, we can reach up to Jesus, and then, standing on his shoulders, we can begin to relate to God.


But what if we were to tell a different story, hold a different image of who God is, on that is rooted in the trinity?  According to that image, relationship is at the heart of God.  The creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit are all in dynamic relationship with each other.  In other words, relationship isn’t something that I’m trying to convince God to do for me.  Relationship is who God is, and so relating to us, connecting with us, is just who God is, what God is about.


For me, that’s when this abstract, esoteric concept starts to get quite interesting.  Once we make the shift from thinking about Father-Son-and Spirit as a sequence to a on-going relationship, then our relationship with God looks a whole lot different.  There’s a dynamic that I can get caught up in, that I can participate in.  You might call that dynamic grace, or you might call it love, or you might even call it prayer.  But by far my favorite image our relationship with God is one that was developed by one of the early Christian theologians who wrote about the Trinity in the fourth century.  He described our relationship with a Trinitarian God as a dance.


Have you ever had this experience:  You’re in a room where there’s music playing and people dancing.  You have every intention of standing back and watching the show, but before you know it, you’re caught up in the dance too.  And I’m not talking about just tapping your foot along with the beat.  I’m talking about one of those conga lines that starts swinging through the room, and people in the line just grab on to the people they pass and pull them along.  I’m talking about a long line of people doing the Virginia Reel, and everyone is looking for a partner and before you know it you’re do-si-doing with someone you haven’t even met before.  What if we imagined God like that?  What if we imagine God as have the same dynamic, joyful, powerful, inclusive energy as a room of people dancing?  How would that change your sense of what you need to do, or say, or be in order to connect to God?


Friends, the Trinity is not an abstract mental game contrived by philosophers with too much time on their hands.  It is a description of one of the most relational, engaging images of God around.  It is an invitation to join the dance.
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