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     Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62


As many of you know, I spent two weeks in Africa in May, and came back from that trip excited about the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Christian church has always taught that there is an active divine force in the world, supporting and challenging us just as Jesus was supported and challenge during his life on earth.  But the churches that I grew up in didn’t really talk at all about the Holy Spirit, and I didn’t pay much attention to it either.  Seeing the amazing work of churches in Africa which put the Spirit at their center left me wondering—what would it mean for me to make the Holy Spirit more central to my life and ministry.  The Worship Task Group that has been designing worship for the past month has been, to my delight, engaged by this question as well, and it has shaped today’s worship as well as that of previous weeks.


So what about your relationship with the Holy Spirit?  Have you experienced it?  Are you open to it in your own life?  I imagine many of you would answer those questions by saying, “That depends.  What is it—exactly?”  We’ve found that’s a hard question to answer.  There’s a way in which our conversations about the Holy Spirit have sounded a bit like high school conversations about sex.  We talk about “it” but never really know what exactly someone means by “it”.  And when we start to define it, it means so many different things that our conversation becomes impossibly broad.  I’m reminded of a shirt that a college friend of mind brought back from Japan that said “Coke is IT!” (remember that ad campaign?)


So when Paul needs to talk about the Spirit, he does so by saying what the Spirit does—how it shows up in your life.  It’s like saying you can understand wind by seeing what it does—noticing ripples on the water, seeing a flag flap in the wind, watching the plates and cups blow off the picnic table.  Making his list into a to-do list that will “get you” the Spirit is as crazy as thinking that by throwing the plates off the table, you can make wind.  The Spirit is instead something that we need to be open to, that we need to catch, like a sail boat waiting for a gust of wind to take it out to sea.  Our ethics then become much less a matter of lists and rules and much more about practices that keep us open and receptive and available to the movement of the Spirit, and patient and humble when we don’t sense it blowing yet.

At the tables:


-Do you agree that these things are Fruits of the Spirit?  Would you add anything else to the list?  Would you take anything off?


-What factors make it more likely for column B to show up in your life?  


-What kinds of factors make it more likely for column B to characterize a community?


-What one thing could you do/we do to open ourselves to the Spirit this week?
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